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SUBJECT: MINTOFF ACKNOWLEDGES IMPASSE IN MALTESE/LIBYAN 
MEDIAN LINE DISPUTE 

REF: 76 VALLETTA 0696, 

1 . A YEAR AGO MALTA AND LIBYA AGREED TO SEND THEIR 
BOUNDARY DISPUTE TO THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 
FOR PROCEDURAL GUIDANCE. DESPITE THE ALLEGED "SPECIAL 
RELATIONSHIP" WHICH MINTOFF CLAIMS TO ENJOY WITH QADHAFI, 
LIBYA HAS YET TO RATIFY THE AGREEMENT. AS A 
CONSEQUENCE, MALTA'S PLANNED EXPLORATION FOR OIL - WITH 
THE POTENTIAL TO MAKE MALTA ECONOMICALLY INDEPENDENT - 
HAS BEEN STYMIED. 

2. UNDER PRESSURE FROM OPPOSITION NATIONALIST 
PARLIAMENTARIANS, PRIME MINISTER MINTOFF STATED IN 
PARLIAMENT ON MAY 16, ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, THAT 
"THE MALTESE GOVERNMENT MADE SEVERAL EFFORTS TO REACH 
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AN AGREEMENT (ALLOWING FOR OFF SHORE OIL EXPLORATION) 
WITHOUT ALLOWING THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE OF MALTA TO 
BE TRODDEN OVER", BUT THAT "NEITHER IN THIS PARTICULAR 
ZONE (MALTA-LIBYA) NOR IN THE TUNISIA-LIBYA ZONE HAD AN 
AGREEMENT WITH THE LIBYAN GOVERNMENT BEEN REACHED 
PEACEFULLY." 
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3. COMMENT: MALTA'S "SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP" WITH I .TRY A 
OBVIOUSLY DOES NOT COVER THE MEDIAN LINE DISPUTE. THE 
UNUSUAL WORDING USED BY MINTOFF IN HIS STATEMENT SUGGESTS 
THAT MALTA'S TIES TO LIBYA, AND THE ALLEGED ADVANTAGES 
ACCRUING THEREFROM, ARE LESS THAN ALL-INCLUSIVE. IT 
WOULD APPEAR THAT QADHAFI IS NOT AT ALL INTERESTED IN 
HAVING THE MALTESE DISCOVER OIL, SINCE THIS WOULD ONLY 
REDUCE OR ELIMINATE HIS INFLUENCE AND CONTROL OVER MINTOFF. 
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